Session 5 What do graduates do?
Overview

In this session we consider how recent changes and trends in the labour market affect graduate career options in China.  We look at the main options available to you and give you an overview of graduate destinations.

What’s in this session?
PowerPoint presentation – what do graduates do? 


PowerPoint
The Changing world of work quiz 




Exercise
The Changing world of work reflective exercise 


Exercise
The Changing World of Work media search



Exercise

What you will learn
· Increase your awareness of the external factors which have occurred and how these are impacting on graduate career opportunities

· Consider how you can manage your career against a constantly changing work environment

· Consider the skills you will need to maximise the career opportunities open to you

· Increase your awareness of what employers are looking for in graduates

Exercise 1

The Changing World of Work Quiz
Task
To access this short quiz about the changing world of work click on the link to the PowerPoint presentation on the front page to this session (OK new What do graduates do quiz.ppt)
Record your answers here: Circle either T for ‘True’ or F for ‘False’
1   Graduate jobs mean rapid promotion and job-for-life security 

T
  F
2   Graduates work mainly for large organisations?



T
  F
3   Employers are only interested in academic performance, 

     so a degree is a guarantee of a good job?



T
  F

4   If you have a degree you won’t need to do any more studying?

T
  F
5   Relevant paid work/practical experience is more highly regarded by 
     Chinese employers than voluntary and casual work experience?
T            F
6   Your salary is very much dependant on your educational attainment 

     and university attended?






T
  F
7   Most Chinese employers find it easy to recruit the staff they want?
T
  F
8   Information technology is a key shortage occupation in China?

T
  F
9   Most job opportunities for Chinese graduates are located in 

     Beijing, Shanghai and Guangzhou?




T
  F
10 Most graduates find jobs via advertised vacancies?


T
  F
Exercise 2
The Changing world of work reflective exercise 

After viewing the PowerPoint (PPT) presentation and completing the quiz you should now be better informed about the changes that have taken place in the work place.  Think about how the world of work might change in the future and how these changes might affect you in your chosen career. This can cover any aspects which you feel might affect you.  The following are some aspects you may wish to consider:

· How important achieving work-life balance is for you 

· How important having a clear career structure is for you

· How ICT (Information Communication Technology) developments may affect the world of work as a whole in the future

· The impact of our increasing concern with ethical and environmental issues in the world of work in the 21st century

· Where do you think you will be working – office based, home based, multi-site?

· How would you define a graduate level career?

Task
Write down your thoughts here – aim to write no more than 500 words.

Exercise 3
The Changing World of Work media search
News items appear on a daily basis in the media which show how the world of work is changing.  Some relate to how technological advances will affect how we work, some are environmental and ethical concerns and others are global issues.  For this exercise you are asked to find examples of stories in the media to show how the work environment is changing.  You may wish to use the websites listed below to help you but we also encourage you to find your own resources too.  

· China Economic Net www.ce.cn – a trilingual online forum for business news, markets and companies
· China Daily www.chinadaily.com.cn – contains national and international news stories

· JobMarket.com www.jobmarket.com.hk – an online magazine containing current careers topics

Task
Find five news items from the newspapers, journal, television, radio or the internet which illustrate any aspect of the changing world of the work environment. Remember to name and date the resources you have used.  Two or three sentences for each item is sufficient.  Record your results below:
1

2

3

4

5

